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THE Council fot the Priibnet did ia plaitaj 
andfnllylykl^ «l that any loyal Subj^dl 
has ever pretended to, chat in Cafes of ex- 
tieam Necefficy, Self-defence and Refiftance 
%vete Lawfol, wlllvit this was the Cale at the Revolu- 
riofij diat it may noi bencccfl^ry to lay any thing fiir- 
ther JM Ihis Hd^ if it had nf t been that the Evidence 
thfv brought feemedtocany tiis Matter much furthei^ 
and that the Fk^Mr himreU.paUow'jdof noEieqilliiKi, 
in Cafes of Neceffity. And fince it is grown to be a 
ndgar Opinion, That by the Dodrine of the Church of 



tutions: Tb^y did not determine how (uoch was due co 
the ]^mper(fr, and \ow muc^ f o the Simate : And tho' 
not long after tfaofe Epiftles were writ, the Senate con- 
demned Nero to dye More Majcrum^ to be whipt to^ 
Death t . UQne of the Chriftians incerpoied in that Mat- 
ter. He prevented that infamous Death by his owii 
Hands ; And the Primitiye Chriftians reckon'd it one of/ 
the Articles of the Glory of their Rel^ion^ that their 
firft PtrfeciUftj came iq fuck an End. ' 't 

Not long after that Trajan was fmi*d for that memo- 
rable Expreilion, when he delivered the Sword to the 



England^ aQ Refiftance in any Cafe whatfoevef, whfi- 'Ooverfiimrs'of the Provinces, as the Emblem of their 
out Exception, is Condemn^ ; I think it is incumbent Authority, he us'd thefe Words, Fro me^fimerear in me^ 
on me, who have Examined this Matter long and care- For me, but if I deferve it, againft me. That did noc 
fully, to give you SsKh a (le«r Acodwc of ttus Point, as-^ weakc^^ his Ai^l^oiity : His good Govemment with that 
may as fully farisftcjoutas t did my fclH <if his Succefljjill for above So Years, being the greatefl: 

I ferved in the ^Revolution, and promoted it all I and ha}^ieft time the Ifpnians, had under their Empe- 
could. I ferved as Chaplain to the Late King : I had rors. . This Word was puc on King Jsmes the Firft'f 
no Command, and carried no Arms, bus I was fo far Coin in Scot/and .\ It is true, chat wav during his Mir . 
engagd in hi iluU if I C0ttI4'fee that I bad gone out df . iority i b^c ^^eo be af$er^^c^ clanged hi$ Motto,i4i(J 
the Way in that (and the many Up and Downs we have Coin was not call'd in, but continu'd Current till the 



gone thro* fince, has given much Occafioo to rcflcA on 
that Tranfa^on) I fliould hold my felf unworthy to • 
appear longer, either in this Habit, or in this Great 
Afiembly : But fliould think my felf bound to pals away 
the reft pf^y Life :it j^ecitft^enc o^ Sorrow.* TharCvis 
nothingW^ ctnain in RoKgion^ than that' w<. ottghc 
to repent of every Sin we have committed ; and that we 
cannot truly repen^ unlefs we repair and reftore as far 
du it is in our Power. 

I go now to give you the Account of the Dddhint of 
otir Church in tWs Particular. In the Times of Popery 
it w«aa Tpnet, built upouBifliops fetting the Crown on 
thc*icadiivf*i»ce^. and ^nointiog them, that ther 
hcH. theirCtownsof theCblrch, and at the Pope's Mcr-* 
cy ; who had for aboat joe Yean got into the Claim 
of depofing them, and nving their Dominions to othcre, 
in cale they were Hercdcks, *r the Favourers of them.' 
But the Reformatiori being in i* firft begfening prote<ft- 



Union. 

The Primitive Chriftians had no Laws in their Fa- 
vour, but many againft|them : So their patient fuffering 
fo many Perfecurions according to the Laws of the Em- 
fire, under whioh'they^iv'^ -was^ccnfofoi: to the 9o- 
drine laid down by Ac Ap6IUes. .Whcii. thty cafeie 
afterwards to have the Prote(SKon of Laws, they clakn'd 
the Benefit of them, not without great Violence, when 
^ the]^ thought an Infraction was made on ihoie Laws : 
Winch broke out into great Tumults, in many^f the 
chief Cities of the Empire, noc excepting the Imperial 
City it felf. . ..>-,> 

^ But to proceed with the HiAqry of OUT Charoh:Whe| 
the Articles of Religion were fectted, the Boob of d* 
Apocrypha were indeed declared not to be a part of the 
Canon of the Scripture, but yet to be ufeful for the 
Example of Liff, aqd the I^ruSion of Manners. A great 
part of thefe are die Bocks of the Maccabees, which 



cdby the Princes of &?mi4Ji7, by the Kingrof theNorrir,' contiin the Hiftoryof the Jews ihakingofif the Yoke of 
and then by the Kings of England 5 they came every the Kings of Sjiria, when they were broke in upon by a 
wl^in^OppqfirioQto the P^^ Notions, to fay that total Overthrow of their whole Law, anji an uorelei*^ 
Ki^i hzd todf tovrerfroib Gpd: Not th^they meant^ ' iih^PerfecucioQ, . Matt^hia a ptivaarPri^ bigah m 
• ^ ^ '^' ^ 4...t-*^^.- i.^/?j^.^i.^ r c Refiftance, which was carried on by his Children, till 



that they had any Diftinft Aothoricy bafides the Law of 
the Land derived to them f^qm God ; bvt that by the 
Laws of God, the Authority K)f the Lavif of the Land, 
was fecurcd to them. For when a diflferent Authority 
from that of the Law came to be pretended to, and to 
be grounded on thefe general Exprdfions, that received 
here a Parliamentary Cenrure,and it was then declared 
that"the laws of Religion in the Scripture did only efta- 
biiflv the &veral Conftiturions and Governments that 
were in the different Parts of the World. 

The Occafioo that the Apoftles had to write what 
we find in their Epiftles, with relarion to Government, 
was this ; The Jews had a Norion among them from a 
Pafiage in Deuteronomy, that they were only to (et a 
King over them. One from among their Brethren, andnot 
M Stranger. From Whence it is. That to this Day they 
d<) Bor.ifcxfklfrlbfeir^re bound m Cohfdence ro Obey any 
Magiftrate, who is not one of their Nation. Now th^ 



they (hook oflf the ^rian Yoke, and formed themfelvea 
into a fce^Gq^frnm^t, jinder die Family of the Mao-' 
cabees. It were eafie to (hew that the Jews had been 
for above 400 Y^rs fubjec^, firft to the Babylonian, then 
to the Perjian, and at laft to the Grecum Empire : So* 
that by a long Prefcriprion they were Snbjeds to the 
Kings of Syrid. It were eafie alfo to fliew that this Re- 
iiftance was foretold 6y Daniel, in Terms of high Com-* 
mendation, and is alfo mentioned in the Epiftle to the 
Hebrews, as the Work and Effeift of their Faith. If 
then all Refiftance to illegal and barbarous Perfircudon, 
is unlawful ;/^cfe Books conuin nothing but a Hiflx)ry 
of aRdbelfidii/ and all the Devotion that runs through 
them, is but a Cant, and inftead of reading tbem as 
Examples o^^ife, and I^fhuSion of Mannert, we onghr. 
to tear thei» oneof pur Bibks with Deteftation. I ^tf^^ 
afterwards ihew what ufe was made of thefe Books, noc 



firft Converts to Chriftianity being Jews, the Apoftles. 'Only by j^H^ate Writers of our Church, but by what 



took care, that thpy ftiould not bring this dangerous No- 
tion with them into the Chriftian Religion : But they 
did not meddle to determine where this Authority was 
7dg'd, that was to be gathered out of the feveral Confti- 



the whole Body in Convocation was about to determine. 
The next Step to be made, is, to confider the Homi* 
lies: The Second Book of Homilies, which has the 

HomUies in it againft I^^^.M^^k}^. ^gj^jj 



[3] 



\ 



bclievccl tb.havpbcen compfts'd by hlfAof Jemet, who 
was by much the bcft Writer in that time. It is cer- 
latn, be underftood the meaning of them weQ: Now I 
will read you two Paflages out of his Defence of his A- 
pology for the Church of England j from whence we may 
tlearly gather what his Notion of Rebellion was, and 
^at he thought a Defence againft onjuft and illegal 
Violence was not Rebellion. In one pUce he has thele 

Words; 

The Nobles of Scodand neither drew the S^d^ mr st* 
temftedJVar diainfi the Prince: They fought onfy tie 
Centinudnce of God's undoubted Truths^ and the Defence 
of their ^tm Lives agdinif jfour barbarous and cruel Inva^ 
fions: Tbey remember' d^ bffides at other fVamings, your /ate 
Dealings at Vaffy, where great Sumbers of their Brethren 



fucceeded in fiance. Udi£ts were granted in favter of 
the Proteftants : Thefe were foon after broken by tbo 
Triumvirar, and upon that fbllow'd a Series of Waa 
ofcen pacified, bot always breaking out again^ by rea* 
fon of the Violence and Cruelty of the Govemmenri, 
AH thefe Wars, till Henry the I Vth. was lettled on the 
Throne^ were m a Couric of 18. Ycars» cbai which 
fome would caH HelefHon, • being earned on againft cwo 
fucceeding Kings. Yet the Queen was in ail chat time 
ftill affifting them with Men and Money. 

In the Year i^6S. the Provinces in the Netherlandi 
threw off the Sfanijh Yoke, that wtf become inroHerably 
fevere and cruel The Queen foribme Yeats aflifted 
them more covertlyi bur when the I^ce of OriO^f wai 
kiird, and they were fe danger coi be over-run, fiie took 



were murder'd, being ti^gether at their Frayers in the Church, them moi-e openly into her Protection ; and by the 4|4- 

iolJUng uf their Innecene Bands te Heaven, and calling nifefie which I have in mv Hwjds, She publifliedthe 

ufen God. In another place he writes, hieither do anyirf Grounds upon which She proceeded; She laiddowntbis 

all ibefe {Luther Metanchthon) teach the People te rebel for a FoundAcion, That there had been an Ancient League 

againft their Prince : ^ut cnly to drfend themfelves by all not only between the Cn)wn oi England, and the Piin- 

lawful Means againCt Offreffiens, mf Wi^ David againft ces of the Netherlands, but between the Subjects of 



Sau],yi dotbeSobles in Fiance at this Day, thtjfeek^ 
nee to kill, but tofave their own Lives. 

Thefe Paffages fhcw that he looked on Rebellion to 
be a violent Rifing againft a Prince executing the 
Laws, which was the Cafe of the Three Rebellions in 
England that they had in view : That in K. Henry the 
Vuhh"^, in K,Edwar(t$, and in Q E/i^^tr^i's Time, 
where the Papifts took Arms againft their Prince, who 
was executing Laws made in Matters of Religion, and 
that with a* grear Genrienefs. Of the Eleven Paffages 
quoted by Ae Prifoner out of the Homilies, Five plain- 
iy relice only to the Coercing the Perfon of the Prince, 
in which David is fet in Oppofition to thole Rebels now^ 
tho' he indeed defended bimfelf, yet he had a juft and 
Sacred Tcndernefs to the Perfon of Saul, when he bad 
lirixn in his power, which is certainly Sacied by our Con* 
ftittttion. Five of them relate to Wcked Princes. It 
Ivas never nretended by any who pleaded for Neceflkry 
Defence, that the bad tire of a Prince can be a juft 
Caufe of Redftance;: Vet that was then pretended; fot 
K. HewyVlIl. had given too much occafion to reckon 
bim a Wicked Prince. So there is only one of all the 
Paflages quoted from tfaofe Homilies, that relates fim- 
ply to Rebellion in general : And it has appear'd what 
pilhop JewelTs Senfe of the Matter was. There is alfo 
i Prayer ar the end of every Divifion of the Homily 
ggainft PPilful Rebellion, (and by the by fVilful was not 
put in the Title for nothing) for thofc oppreffed by Ty- 
ranny in other Parts, that Aey might be relieved, and 
that thofe who were in fear cf their jCruelty might be 
comforted.' 

Letus neit look thro* Q. Eli:{abetb's Long and Glo- 
oous Reign, and fee what was the cohftant Maxim of 
that tune. 

The Year after the Queen came to the Crown, the 
War in Seothnd broke out between the Queen Regent 
^hat Govem'd by Commiifion, from her Daughter then 
XXueen of France, and the Lords in Scotland. She, to 
bbttin the Matrimonial Crown to be fent to Frances the 
nd. gave Afluranccs for the Exercife of the Reformed 
lleligion ; but that Point being gain'd, (he broke all her 
Promifcs^ and relolved to force them to return to the Ex- 
ercifes of the Popifli Religion: Upon which the Lords 
of Scotland formed themfelves into a Body, and were 
called the Lords of the Congregation. Forces were fent 
from France to aflift the Queen Regent ; upon that Q^ Eli- 
zabeth entred into an Agreement with the Scottijh Lords, 
and fent an Army to their Afliftance, which continued 
in Scotland rill all Matters were fettled by the Pacifica- 
tion of Leith : And in a Manifefio, that I have in my 
Hands, fet forth %% Years after that, I find Her reflcdk- 
ingon that Interpoficion in the Affairs of that Nation, 
Witt great Satisfadlion. 

The Year after this War was ended, upon Frances 
the Ild'^ Death, Charles the IXrb, who was a Child, 



both Countries, under their Seals interchangeablv, for 
all Friendly QiBces. f f this was a good Reafon for the 
Queen's giving Aid to the Oppreffed People of the Ne- 
therlands, then if the Cafe had been reverfed, that the 
People of England had been illegally and cruelly oppret 
fed, It fornifhcd the Princes of thofe Provinces with as 
go^ a Reafon for affifting them* In this Affiftance 
given die States, the Queen peififtfcd tilt the End of Her 
Reign ; nor was this only done by tfie Obort, but both 
Parliaments and Convbcadons grantfed Her feveral Aidt 
to maintain thefe Wars : And in thfc Preambles of diofe 
Subfidy Axfts, the<3ueen*i Proce^in^ in thofe Paracu- 
larswere highly abprov'd and magra^'d. l»/^»Bifeop 
dfmncbefler, and feVeral odier ^ritet« intKat time, 
jnftified what flie did; and noc*one that I ever heard 
of cenfured or condemned k. 

Upon King James*% coming to the Crown, the fiift 
great Negociation was for a Peace Wween Spain and 
the Vnited Provinces ; whrch lafted fevcral Yeait. ' The 
States infifted on a Preliminary, That they fhould be 
Acknowledged Free, Sovereign, and Independent States; 
Uie Spaniards would not, yield to tKs, nor would tkd 
States recede from ir/ Some here in England began to 
fay, They were Formed in Rebellion, and ought not 10 
carry theirfretenfions too ftr : Upon that, Khig Jami 
ixxSttd a Cbnvocation to meet ; and a Book of Canons, 
with relation to the Supream Authority, was prepared ; 
in which, tho* the Authority of the Prince, even when 
he becomes a Tyrant, is carried very far ; yet the Cafe 
of the Maccabees is Stated ; and, it was determined; 
1 hat when a new Government, tfao* begun in a Re- 
volt, is ojme toa thouow Sctdement, it may be owned 
as Lawful. King y4w;, who was jealous enough of 
the Regal Authority, yet did not like their carrying 
thefe Matters fo far ; He order'd the whofe Matter to 
be let tall fo entirely, that there is not a Word of it in 
the Books of Convocarion : But Archbilhop Sanerefi 
found this Colledion of Canons at Durham, under Dr. 
Ot^e^^s Hand, which he Copied our, and Licenfcd 
the Book a few Days before he fd| under hisSufpenfion. 
I foon faw that it had a Relarion to the Afftirsin Hel* 
land : For the Dutch delighted to compat« dieir fixft Be- 
ginnings to that of the Jews in Antiocbuts rime : They 
compared King Philip to Antiocbut Efiphanes, and the 
Pnrce of Orange to Judas Maccab^em. But I faw much 
dearer into the Matter by an Original Lener. of King 
Ja>nfs, which a wordiy Gentleman fent me. I knew 
his Hand well, the Letter is in Print; but t wiB read 
fome pteiculars out of it. It is Dircded to Dr. Abbot, 
afterwards Archbifliop of Canterbury. It begun with 
Cenfuring fome Pofirions concerning a King in Ppfief- 
Hon, the fame with our Modem Term of a King * 
faBo : He goes on in thefe Words, MyJ^eafon of calling 
you together, was to give your Judgments, bowfaraChri^ 
fiUn and a Prof^ant J^inz, may concur to Aff^ hie 
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kiij^htiurs tojhik? <^ff their ObedHnce to their hm Sov^ 
reign, kfm the AccountufOffreffton, Tyranny, er what eife 
ym iikfi to name it. U the Ute §ueeni Tirrieythk Kingdom 
ro4f very free in AJftSting /ie'Hollaodcts both wifh Arms 
And Advice 'y and. none of^your Coat ever told me, that any 
fcrupled nboitt it. in hor ^fign. Vpon my coming. to Eng- 
Jan4» yok^ inay kytw^.b .came from fime qfyourfelvej to 
raifefcrufies abota.tbk. Matter ^yet I never took, any notice 
$f tbefejcrufles.tm theAjfairt o/Spdn and HQllznd forced 
me to it. I cdCd. my Clergy together, -to fatitfie not fo 
much yke, m the Pf^orld about us,. of the Jujinefs of my 
oronii^ the HoUaiidefS at this tinie. This I needed not 
$0 have doiie, and you bitve forced me to fay, Iwi/h I had 
Hot. He reflccfts on ihofe, who bad a great Averfion to 
ihe Norion of God's being the Author of Sin^ which 
plainly Points at Dr. Overall, who was the firft Man of 
Note among us, that Oppofed the Calvinifts Dodrinc 
of Prcdcftination ; yet he fays. They had gone to the Tbre^ 
fisold of it, by faying^ Th^t even Tyranny was God's Autho- 
rity, andjhould be-^ Reverenced as fuch. He concludes, 
Thejiwere edg'd Tools,, and that, therefore they were to let 
them reft. Here is . a full Account of King James's 
Thoughts of this Matter, whjch was then the chief 
Subjcia of Difcourfe all Europe over. He had Twelve 
Years before this, (hewed on an Eminent Occafion, that 
be owned the Stages, when he Invited them in the Year 
1593. to Chriften his Eldeft Son, Prince jy^wfr;. They 
were fenfible of ^e great Honour done them by it ; and 
tho^they were tb^rt. but Low, they fent an Embaffy, 
with a noble PiclcBt of Gold Plate, to Affift on that 
Occafion. Thi« Negociation ftuck for feveral Years, the 
Spaniards rcfu6ng^.to,Dwn them, in cxprefs Words : The 
Temper foui)d was„' [they were treated with {tamquam) 
ts wifcb Free States ; and the Matter went no further at 
that ^ time, than a. Truce for ibme Years, which was 
Concluded in theT^ar 1609, .Tljis kts usfee, That 
the Words in King J mess Speech that Year to his 
Parliairient, werf not chance Words that fell carelefly 
from him, A Kjn^ ieaves to be a Kjng, and degenerates 
into a Tyrant, as fion as he leaves off to Govern by Law : 
Inwl^ch cafe the Kjn^^^fi'^^^ mayfpeakto him, as 
the foorPyoman to Ptilip o/Macedon, Either Govern by 
Ur9,or ceafeto be a King. a u i: a ^ 

There is another eminent Inftance towards the End <$ 
that/Reign, that fhcws what ^c Senfe of our l^ft Di- 
^ was in this Mitter: When the Archbilhop of Kr^'s 
Son ajid Mr. fVadfworth had changed their Rehgion m 
Spain fVadTworth writ over a bold Defence of that ; and 
amoni other Things, Charged the Rf ["^^^^^^^^^^ 
RebpUion. This was Anfwer d by one of the beft Books 
of that Time, writ by Dr. Bedell, Dedicated to the 
Prince of ;^4/rx, who afterwards Promoted him to a 
Biflioprick. His Words on this Head are full : I wiU 
tt^dfomcofAem/DoyouthinkSubjeasareboundtogtve 

their Throats to be cut by their Fellow-fubjeBs, or to then 
Prime, at their mere mils, againji their own Laws and 
Edi&s ? Tou would'k^iow quo jure the Protejlants Wars tn 
France^nrf Holland, are jujiified. Firft, The Law of Na^ 
tttre, which not only alloweih, ht tncltneth and snforcetb 
every livint Thing to drfend it felf from Violence Se- 
condly. That of Nations, which permitteth thofe who are 
in the Proteaion of others, to whom they owe no more than 
an honourable Acknowledgment, in cafe they go about to 
makethemfelves abfolute Sovereigns, and to ufurf their Li^ 
. berty, toIUfift and Stand for the fame. And if a Lawful 
Prince,who is not yet Lord of hi SubjeBs Lives and Goods, 
(hall attempt to defpoil them of thefamt, under cohur of^ 
reducinf them to his own Religion, ifttr all humble I{e. 
monnrtnees, they mayjiand upon their own guard and be. 
ing atfaikd, refift Force with Force as did the Maccabees 
under Anriocbus. In which cafe notwithftanding, the 
Perfon of the Prince himfelf ought always to be Sacred and 
InvioUble, as was Saul to David. No Commentary 1$ 

wanted here, . • .* . • 1 j • 

hb Lords, Yott fee how this Matter ftood dunng 
King James's Reign. In the firft Year of King Charles s 
^n, Grotims Book de Jure Belli & Pad, was Pub^ 



li(h*d it Pdrm, Dedicated to the Kihg of France] while 
France was under the Adminiftrarion of the wifeft and 
moft jealous Minifter of the laft Ag?, Cardinal Richelieu. 
In that Book, in which he afferts the Rights of Princes 
with great Zeal, yet he enumerates many Cafes, in 
which it is Lawful to Refift, particularly that of a toul 
Subverfion : And that Book is now all Europe over in 
the higheft Reputation of any Book that the Modem 
Ages have produced. In the Beginning of King Charles's 
Reign, a War broke out in, France, againft die Prote- 
ftants ; upon which he fent over Ambaifadors, by whole 
Mediation a Peace was Concluded; but that being ill 
kept, the War broke out again ; and the King, thought 
himfelf Bound by his Mediation to Proted: the Prote- 
ftants. So in the Second SefTion of the Parliament 1 61 8. 
In the Demand of a Supply that, the Lord Keeper Co- 
ventry made in the King s Name, thefe Words are to be 
found, France Ht fwa/d by the Popifh FaQion; ai^d tho by 
his'Majefties Mediation, there were Articles of Agreement 
letween that Kjng and his Subjeds, that Treaty hath been 
broke, and thofe of the Reformed Religion will be ruined 
without prefent Help, Upon this the Commons petition- 
ed the ICing for a Faft, and defjred the Concurrence of 
the Lords, who join'd with them it) it. TheKiDg granted 
it, and an Office was Compos'd fuitable to the Occafion j 
in which among other Devbtions, the Nation was di- 
re&ed to pray for all thofe, who here or elfe-where were 
fighting God's Battels and Defending his Altars^ Thus the 
whole Body of the Legifliture did concur for a Faft 
for that, which if this Do&rine is true^ was no better 
than Rebellion 3 and yet the whole Nation, Clergy and 
Laity were requIr*d.to Pray for Succefs in it. 

But to compleat this View of the Dodxine of our 
Church, it is to be confider'd, That w^en a Year be- 
fore this, while the Loan or Benevolence were carried 
on. fome officious Divines made t^ of thofe Ezpreflibns 
of Kings having their Power from God, 'as importing 
ap Authority of a Nature Superior to the Laws of the 
. Land. One of thefe. Dr. Manwaring, was Impeached, 
and had a fevere Sentence pafTed on him for ir. So I 
haVe now made it.outy beyotid I hope the poffibility of 
ContradidoB, that for 70 Years together, from is 5?, 
to 1628, the Lawfuhefs of Self-defence in the Cafe 
of Illegal and Violent Cruelty, was the Publick and 
Conftant Dodrine of this Church. 

Thefe were the beft and happieft times of our Church,' 
as IS often repeated by the Earl of Clarendon: From 
thefe we ought to take t^e Standard of our Dodrine. 

I go next to fhew what was the common Dp<ftrine for 
the next 60 Years, from 1628,. to i688. I mufl yield up 
the firft twelve Years ; For upon the unhappy Mifun- 
derftanding between the King and that Parliament, there 
was a long difcontinuance of Parliaments, then the late- 
ly Condemned Dodbine was again in Vogue ; and no^ 
thing was fb much heard of, as the Law of Government 
that was from God, Antecedent to all human Laws : 
Out of this fprung illejgal Imprifonments, illegal Mono- 
polies, fevere Proceedings in the Star-Chamber, but a- 
bove all, the Ship- Money. Thefe things put .the Nation 
in an Univerfal dif jointing an4 feeblenefs. And when 
an unavoidable ncceflity forced that King to. call a Par- 
liament, the fatal Effeds of thofe Councels broke out 
terribly. I know many fancy, that the War is to be 
charged on the Principles of Self-defence : They are 
much miftaken. I had occafion tp fee a greaj way into 
the Secret of that time, when I examined the. Papers re- 
lating to the two Dukes oi Hamilton. I knew a great 
deal mo^c*1ihc8 from two Perfons of unqueftionable In- 
tegrity, who knew the Secrets of that time, the Lord 
Hollis, and Sit Harbottle Grimftone 5 but all received a 
full Confirmation, when I found it agreed perfecJUy with 
the noble Account given by the Earl of Clarendon. 

No Body dreamt of a *Wa^, nor had they any Prin- 
ciples leading to it. But there was an unhappy Train of 
Accidents that hindred Matters from being brought to 
a Settlement, even while the King was granting all they 
could defire. Stories were carried by Perfons about 

/^ ' T both 
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both theKW^ and Qicen, df words let fell, that nu' 
them cgndud^ thflte ^irere ftill ill Debris on foot, i- 
^ainft ch^ Lxwt that Wetje then paflc^. But that which 
brought all to a Crifi$, ivas the Difco very of a Negocia- 
tion, to ^^age the Army to DecUre againft the Par- 
liament. Whofoever compares the Depofitions in J^u/hr 
worth, with tht Account given of that Matter by the 
Eat! of CUtfnd&n^ will fte there is a great deal more 'xnt 
the one. th^n the othef is willing to believe ^ thg* hie 
acknow'dgies they had both Goring s Evidence, an^ 
FieTcy*% Letter with them. I wiU not take jt upon nie 
CO dctermih*, whether they believ'd too much, or the 
Earl of Clarendon too little. *It is certain, they believed 
all that was in the Depoficions, and a great deal more: 
For Gor/ifgr being continued in the Government of Ppr/jC 
mouth, and his. Father being advanced from being .a 
Baron to be an Earl, and Piercys being made a Lord, 
and Matter of the Hoffe to the P. of «^4/«, made them 



conclude thfey had fupprefled a great deal, inftead ^f 
faying mctt than was true. This ftuck deep in diejr 
Hearts^ 'ii6'd at laft fautly broke out in the Dmund 
of the Millcia, that brought on die War, which I do pwn 
V^as plainly * Stfhelion, becaufe a Force was offcr'd to 
tflc Kihg, nbt to defend thcmfelvesTrom an unjuft 1^ 
vafion, of illegal Grievances, but to extort a new Law 
from him. ' 

Thus ttrc tme Occafion of the War, w:as a Jedoufie, 
that a ConduA of i $ Y^ari had given too much ground 
for.; and that was ftill unhappUy kept up, by a fatal 
Train df Errors in every ftep that was nude. The great 



n-i. 

adc * be Iboh Iprcad [inH Itnown ov^r the Nation. * U this 
Scnfe, it is^reiriiiL that it U not Ldwfoi to tatce Arras 
againft any fo Codipniffion'd by th« KiHg; for that were 
to take Arms againft the King's Corti'm'tifion in the Ere- 
cuibn.of the Law, which' is certainiy a refiftirtg the Or- 
dinance of God, rphkh whofoever do^ tbeyjhdlt receive 
to theinfelves damndttiok: 

It was no wonder,, if after fucbi War, the lyQ&nn^ 
of Non-Kspfiance wis prcach'd ind preli*d with more 
than ordinary Warmth, and without koy Ejtceptidns • 
yet feme ftiH kept thefc iji viewj fodid both* Dr. JP^%ir 
and niy felf j and I kiidvfr many others had them alwajs 
in their Thoughts, tho^ they did not think it neceflary to 
mention them. 

I found th^ ill effcdb/; char die cartymg this Matter 
W far, had on the Mind ot that .Unfortiirfate Prince, King 
Jtfuiw-form the Year 1673, when he wispIcaVd to 
admit me to much free Converfation with him.amorie 

tnontr >#)^»«* fk;«.A* T w^4 Vl^ :.. J . .J^i . • ««^ 



J;* .i . 1^^ c iy *^^t'«*«. w»j«»uc. lac great to it, in oummer, 1686, the Prince of Orange wis 
Concuffi^ that the War gave *e Naaon, and the>r- P'^^'d to receive mi ittb his ServTce with a pafticfS 
tvirmis tffafion of fomuch Blond, ^nprtallv /vf rh^ ft /v^.l hr^^CA^^^ c'^^ • ^_ .t. •»> A. V^ J7". 1 particuiar 



baroiis EfTunon of 10 much Bbod, efpecialty of the fiLoyal 
Blood pfrthat Bleffed KING, hadat laftabappy, tho' 
a late Conclufion in the Hefioration : And it's no won- 
der, if fuch a Series of Tragical Events, begot t general 
Horror at the Occafion ofthcm, . But then it was, that 
had it i^ot be^li for the Pirm'nefs of the Earl of Clnrenim 
to his £ifjf/^ Principles,. the Liberties of die Nation 
had been ddiver'd lip. 

It is to his Mdin^^ that we owe our being a ire^ 



many other things, I. told hnn, it was imffeffibl^ for 
him to Reign in quiet !n this Nation, being of that Re- 
ligion ; he anrweria me. quick. Docs aot the Church 
of England maintain the Dbdrhie o{ Non^S^fiftnnce and 
fajfhe abed fence? • 1 begc'dof htm not to depend on 
that ; for there was a diftindion in that matter,, that 
,wt)uM be fbund put when Men thought they needed 
It. I now come to teB your Lofdfliips, how right I 
judged. — . 

It is true, they |>afc*d a rery pompous Decree at 
OrMd t6ir but you fhafl hear how long they ftood 
to If, In Summer, i486, the Prince of Orange was 



Confidence. Soon after the Eodlefiaftical Commiffion 
^fasfet upland upon fome Proceedings before that Board, 
he Was dtfir'ti from BhgtanJ to break with King Javus 
upon that Head, I oppbfcd dii^ andfaid, I wascon- 
•▼inced, that CommaBon was againft Law, and would 
-have d! effe<fts, bur it did not ftrike at t!ie whole. This 
was more warmly pfelfed upon. rhe. Proceedings aeainfe 
■M^gdMfene College, I ftill ftood to m^ around f. and" 
tolcTborti Pnnceand.PHncels, That" if a Breach lilould 



.. •- ^ «_ ..-™„.^, ,^v »^ "^'-t » ^'^f »"»" 00m mnce ana ranceis. i hat if a Breach fUnnU 

Peopfe J f6t te with hw.two great Fnends, the buke irf foMoW on thefe Mature, I to^Id not fervt men indeed 

CmanJ, and the fiarl of Sautb^ffon, check'd the for- the Dedarition ^ ^lift'd a Sd tie uSrh I 

wardneft of foitae who were defirOus ra load the Crowp Refelmion to haw it cWd AroiiS f anSThlt^Lj 

wtth P^rogttive^nd Rjvtnue. He ftopt all this, whicb Laws t^.eredirpenft<^wlth at pffiVand P^fons^S 

being .fierwards odioufly «prefented. brought on. hinx we« bhdtr kfl DtfaWlities, Wet^m/de fudVte SheHfi 

Aatg^feit^dlaiuig. but honourable Dirgrace. tbc and l^^ift,^ . all ^hofe Acftipgriey fo Sny ^^^ 

Earl of Southtimptm, whole Death went a litdc befete lities* Then I Wii.«»tr ht^. \»15 -vIT ? c l 1. I 

Ji!.'*"H^l''' r CKS*"'" " ^'p^ ^^' '■"^ "^^ t^TconS'tiinltSSiljm^'ii^^^^^^^^^ 

Jbonrhitt,,thathe>^,a true Proteftant, and a. hp. made precarious/ fhW^ „ „cT&luS Pkk^^ 

ix9t Engltm-man i and that the Naoon would ieel the «-»—'-' — j--.« z • . - '^* .'" *™ ricaiure. 
Htk^ of &is being Mmdved, whenfoever it miebc 
h*PP«n» . ., 

That LottL in the great Segment aftt-r the keft<i. « ««, i cane ro mm, he asked xHe Whv w. 

'•S«Cr£^o&Jv"rh?T "' ?^ *5 ^PT^ Rope^o*5a«d, ^ had not an'Sbda'U I faid 

matter of the Mihtia-A^ and the Oaths reJatins to ir. the Mmiwi • H«> &•/ i « „-. i.* j «l1 l * ,*' P** 



So I t^ras»rcady rt>' firve in the Re^ohitidh. 

Stm Days artei* wfe, came to Bieter, Sir &/w^^ Sri. 
ijtojfr.<ame thWier;-and he prcfeftdy fcnt fot toe: 
When I carte 16 hitri, he askecf rfe, ^hy were we a 



w,*« ..w* ..^^^..^, 9;ty: ****- wv»*». \ommiywn, unporteo 
k; rmce, .fit was flbl Lawfully itaoot, tolSwfia 
Perfons^and fo*^ U^fol ReObn, it was noCemmiffl^ , 
«ndri^*hO^H«w£6.4re5tedtqtlM$, jretin theHonft 
*^1^'^ ^.*i^*^^ t^E^^^ i-ip/wi^ was pivflfalto be 

had petttfm in th« Houle of Commons. He iadofid 
infifted rti!iaVe;tIie wird'gdded, becaufe it would defer 



■ thence fddd<» Turn <if Afl&i„at Lcuhn obliging him 
» baft np, the Aflbaation wa« fent thither, and was 
f'V^ by »he ttea* ttf die College*, and many other* 
rfwre J fo"* doing hJtt * nartidular Warmdi of txpreC 
fi6fc,aBd fiymg. That tfieir Hearts, «, weD as d«ar 
Hand»wentwidi it; Upon what Difappointments ot 
alToiffi^lHA'^h^rnVw^^'n^^ SS^'^ZT ^*.eo'««di^ion to their 

Senfe gi^iinboth jHb4,, mV-fan^lhSir fS? u^i££rk^IS ih', I'J" "^^'-'J^V^'^ '<> 
cfCmmifit, b<iBj('|«njed, itwould nSbeljwWw ST^SZlT ^^tl*^li ^ the Notiod 
refiftit. fedidnollrku/foritwasfaiS:^'^^ f^fSS^^^oiir"**'*'^*^^"^^'**"^^ 
BKplauanon bang tl^ Senfe of both Houfej, it wobS "^ ' '^^^ -"' J^°i°«- n^X^\^ 

- -- jpigitized'byVsJiOCj^lC 
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' The Parliahutnt, to pttVent fclie ill tffeAs o£ that» 
ftudiid CO fectue the Goyernmenc^ Pirfi, by an Aflbcia* 
tion, and then by an Abjuration. I, who was always 
ftgainft every thing chat nu£bt break in upon Ccmfcience, 
was for making diefe only vduntaty ; but they were 
£naded, and they were generally taken, A Noble Lord 
bn the Earis Bedch, procnr'd me the Sight of a Letcer^ 
that went about to perfiiadethe taking the Abjuracion, 
that he had from a place where be believed it had i^ 
Efied ; where I found thb Diftindion, That the Abju- 
ring any Right whatfoever thac the Pretender might 
^^m» was only meant of a Legal Right, and that it 
liad no Rehnon co Birtb-Kigbt^ or co Divine f(igh. This 
agreed, with a Report that went then current, Thac a 
Perfon, in a great Po^ fent a Meflage to an Honoura- 
ble Gentleman, who would not take ^the Abjurariim, 
that if he had an half Hours Difcourfe with him, he 
doubted not to be able co convince him, that he might 
take the Abjuration, wicboot departing from any of his 
Principles. Towards die End of the laft Reign, a bold 
Attempt was made on theKing^s Supremacy, by an In- 
cendiary, who is fuppofed to have no fmall Share in this 
Matter now before your Lordlhips : But the Acuck on 
the Supremacy being liable to a Premunire, it was mm'd 
with much Mafice, and manag'd with great Prevari- 
cation againft the Bifiiops, who adhered firmly co dietr 
Duty CO che King. How grejit a Disjointing chat has 
brought on this Church, is too vifibJe all the Nation 
over, and it tends co carry On che wicked Defign of di- 
ftrafting'the Church, and undermining the Government. 

By the tune the Cbieen was on die Throne, or foon 
after, the ^ebeMrfil began to be fpread over the Nation, 
two of them a Week, which conrinu'd for feverall Years 
togecher, co be Publifli*d wichouc Check or Concroul ; 
Ic was all chro' one Argumenc againft che Queen's Right 
to the Crown ; that, tho' it wasdiverfified with Incidcno 
and Digreffions, was kept always in View. The Cler* 
gy were in many Places drawn into Subfcriptions for 
this Paper. This look'd like a Defign long conniv'd ac, 
to have the Qjieen s Tide nndermin'd : Befides this,- we 
had a Swarm of Pamphlets every Year to the fame Pur- 
pore,and,u was believed, writ by che fame Hand. One 
fold at the Door of the Hoqie, widi che Tide of King 
fyiK4m*% ExQirhitmu Grmus^ did plainly call-him an 
Ufurper ; and ftarting an Objedion aeainft the Queen's 
pofiefiing the Throne, gave it cfais Anfwer, That fhe 
did wdfto keep it all fhe ^mld deliver ic up to the 
Righceous Heir. Ac chat citAe chere was quick Profe- 
cudon of a Paper publUh'd, wich che Tide of The Sber- 
i0 Way with the Diffemers $ and upon chac, I brought 
that Pamphlecco a greac Minift^ and ofier'd to Ihew 
him this Paflaee m ic, co fee if there Ihould be a Piafer 
cudon of chis Ofder'd. He cumed ftom me ; lb whecher 
he heard me or noc, I cannot cell: I am furc^tf he &ys 
he did noc, I will believe hiou No Profecudon foHow'd, 
and che Rehearial wenc on^ The Clergy in many Pla- 
ces, mec ac a CoflSee-Houfe on Sannrdk^s, .to Read the 
RehearTals of che Week, which had very ill Efieds in 
moft Places. I know it may be iaid, Thac che (^iaen*s 
Le^ed Council oughcto have look'd after thc(e things : 
But we all know, that they ftay tiU they receive Qidtrs 
from the Miniftry. The 0)urfe of that Treafimable Pa* 
per has been now for fome time ftopt, £> we fee thereis 
fome Change in che Miniftry.'— — ^ 

Buc CO compleac the Infolence of the 'Enemies of the 
Qiieen and ot the Proceftant Succ^on ; they had the 
Impudence co give ic ouc, Thac che Queen fectnly &* 
vour'd chem : And as this, we all know, has been long 
whifper'd about among us, fo ic was more boldly given 
out in ScoeUndy which oblig'd one pf ^ Q^ee«*s Mi- 
niftert in that Parliament, in a Speech that wu Prin- 
ted, to concradid chis crcafboable and diflionoutable 
Suggeftion, thac as fbpie Divines y^oold have it, that 
there was in God aSecret, as well as a Reveal'd Will, 
and ch%t tbefe might btcontrary toonewoihar { dp they 



Would fiiften an Impuution on ^fae Queen, -chat while 
fhe revealed her Will one way. fiie had a fecret Will 
another way ; which he folemnly affirmed tq be falfe^ 
and highly Injurious to the Qpeen* 

While the Pamphlets and chefe Reports were thus let 
about, Mr. Ho€dty thought that it became him co aflerc 
che Queen s Tide, by juftifying che Revolution, ouc of 
which ic rifcs. Buc what an Outcry was rais'd on this, 
chat one durft difturb che Progrefs of a wicked Opi- 
nion, chat was vifibly defign d to overturn the Govern- 
ment : And yet he afferted nothing, but what die Conn- 
ed for the Prifoner did all fully and phunly own. That 
in the Cafes of excream Neccdicy, an Excepdon co the 
Dodfaine was to be admitted, and that that was the 
Cafe ac the Revoludon. 

Buc as thefe Notions have been long let run among 
us ; fo they have appeared in a moft violent and un- 
guarded Manner,^ ever fince die Attempt of the Preten* 
der, and more of lare, fince the Prcleminaries upon the 
Ovenures for a Peace, fcem to extinguilh Uicir Hopes. 
What Sermons on this Head are prcach'd in diis City 
at Aflizes, at Bort, and ac many Cadiedrals ? Furious 
Men fit chemfelves with ibme hoc Serinpn^, which cbey 
carry about from place co place, co pbilbn the Narioo. 
This has not only the vifible Effeca defigned byi^ of 
ihaking many in their Allegiance co the Queen, and in 
their adhering to the Proceftant Succeflion ; but it has a 
curfed Effea on many others, on whom this thw Ocfigo 
docs not fucceed. 

I am very fenfible there is a great deal of Impiety 
and Infidelity now fpread thro' the Nadon : This gives 
every good Mind all poflibic Horror i but I muft cell 
your Lordlhips, on whac a greac Pare of it is founded i 
for fince my Converfadon wich Wf Awr, Earl of Kpdfefter, 
1 have had many Occafiona co difcourfe wiA Perfons 
cainied wirfi thofe wicked Principles, and I do ai&rm 
it, thac the greatcft Prejudice thefe Perfons have at 
Religion, at the Clergy, and at xht Publick Wbrfhip of 
God is this, that they fiiy. They fee Cleigy-men cake 
Oachs, and ufe all Prayers, bo^i Ordinary and Extmor- 
dinary for che Govcmmenc, andyet in their A^gsand 
Difcourfes, and of late in their Sermons, they Ihew vifi- 
bly thatthey took another way ; from whence they con- 
clude, They are a Mercenary Swtpf People without 
Confcience. 

I hope there arc not many that are fo corrupted and fo 
fcandalous: Iain fure I know a great many th^tarelar 
oiherwife, who Preach, Speak and A& as diey Swear 
and Pray ; but thofe who aA in another way, are Noific 
and Impudent, and fo bring ati Imppcarion on che whole 
Jody ; and unlefsan effcdual Scop is put co dus Diftem* 
per, it is not poflibleco forefre all the ill Confequencea 
chac may follow upon it. ^ 

I have, I am afraid, wearied yogrLordfliips; but 
1 rfiought It was neceflary, once for aD, to enlarge copi. 
oufly on thts Argument : And now to come dofe to die 
Aracle, and die Sermon, fori meddle not at all widi the 
FMonoftheMan; Whatever general Expr^fllonsmiitht 
very weU have been ufed, in fecdng fordi Paffhe OMi^ 
fifcf MdUm^^^fianee before die IfpelmilmShKMx^e 
odious Cdes ought not to be fuppofed, and^crefoie 
are not to be named ; yet ^nc^^ftMnce was ufed in 
theJl«w/«#f«ii, and diat die kte King invited aSthe Sub- 
!«» to join with him, which was in them certainly 
Kefiftances and fince the LawfiUneft of the fUv^hiiem U 
fo much controvened, the condemning aD J(e(^4ifct in 
fuch crude and general Terms, is certainly TCondcm. 
T*? *^^'^«'*^.- And diisis fo f^om 

thofe ^imitations on our Obedience, in an Ad paft foon 
after die Hr^luHen, by which, b Ode our Pkin^ turn 
B^$, <^,;Mxtj?^fifiu die Svbjeds ai^ in'exprefe 
Wotds, difcharg-d from their Aflegiince co Aem- tcr! 
tamly thisjmcs an End co the Notion ciN^)^iMnce 
m %m Cafe, or on any Precence whatfoev<r: For thefe 
Reafons, I chink che firfl Article of diis ImMchment. is 
boihvi^HgiOttnded. and fuUy made wt, *^^~"*™^'* 
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■ TH-E- 

BifhopofOXFORDs 

S P E E G H 

IN riiE 

HOUSE of LORDS, 

On the Firft Article of the Impeachment of 

Dr^ Henry SACHSVERELi. 

My tardf^ 

SO M E of this Bench are neceflarily callM op, by \^ords which fell (coin the Ko^ 
b)e Lord who feake third in this Debate> who was pleas'd to mentbn among 
oth^r ftrange Things, Siptofs votmg cantrmy to thtir DoBrif^s. The Opinions of 
feveral of the Reverend Prelates have been read before yonr Lordlhips in ITr^^ 
vninfier-HdB: They were firft quoted by the Connlel for the Defendant, and by their 
Order read in lach a partial and unfair manner, that if I may be aUow'd to nie any othet 
Author after the fame way, to take a naked Propojition out of his Book, and net confix 
der the Coherence or Dependance of the Words how it may be explained or limited in 
other Places, to read jdft (6 far as may Icrve my Purpofe, and ftop when any thing fol- 
low^ that may let the Matter in a Juft Light, I dare undertake to make any Author 
jpeak on which-cvcr fide of the Qpeftion I pleafe* - 
But the Managers for the Honourable Houfe of Commons did JuIUce tothoKeReve- 




Reverend Prelates from the uncharitable Imputation of having aflferted d[ Dofirine in 
their Writings which they had contradided by their Pradices, in relation to the Rivoluti* 
on and the Government founded upon it. 

I hope to be aUe to reconcile the Vott which I (hall give, with the Opinion which 
1 have always been of, and which having not been produced below, I ftand up to ^ive 
it your LordOiips here, being far from cenfurin^, far from eatertaining thelealt duire- 
jpedful Thought of any that (ball differ in Opinion from me* 

X own the Subject now in debate, is a matter of great Cpnfequence, and of great' 
Klcet]^ and Tendernefs V and that he, who ihould prefume to entertain your Lordfliips 
upon It, ought to be better qualified, and better prepared than I am in other Refpeds, 
but I will give place tp none in thofe that follow, vUu in delivering my felf with that 
^efpeft and Dercrence which is due to this Hottfe, that humble Diffidence which be* 
comes, a juft Confciouruefs of my own Weaknefs, and that Plainefs and Sincerity which 
becomes that Charafter,' which however unworthy of it, I jigve the Honour to bear; 
and then I am fure I may depend upon your Lordihips known Candor, Honour and Ju* 
fiice, that if any thing ihould fall from me lefs correft, or left guarded than it ought to 
be, it Ihall receive the moft favourable Conftmftion that it is capable of 

Before I deliver my Opinibb, F beg ieave inriefly to ftate theQueftion, and in order 
to that to lay down Two Premifles. 

, I. That Government in general, was in its original Inftitution, defign*d for the good 
oT the whole Body j Men were notform'd Into Societies, only to be the Subjeds of the 
arbitrary Wills, the flavifli Inftruments in the gratifying the. Ambitious or other corrupt 
Defigns, of any one or more Men ; but for the Siatfety and Prttperity of the whole Com^. 
xnunity. 

2. That in the Holy Scriptures (as faraS I can find) there is no Specification W 
any one particular Form of Government to which all Illations and Bodies of Men, ia 

C ail. 
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in Times and Places ought to be fabjc ft; nor arc ther e fachcx aft Accoantsof the ex-, 
' t€iit of Thv Power of Lire Guv eiiiuur ui Obedience nwl SubuiilUuu trf the QoTerntd, as 
ctflTeach-eo aH<}tfes that may p offibiy fapp t n. - , , 

There are many general Precepts rec^uiring the Obedience and SubmiiHon of Sub-» 
lefts to their Governors.* Let every Soul he /^e(t t$ the Higher Powers \ Tou mufi needs be 
fubjeS net only far fVrdthi but sUfofer ConjiiHiife'fitke j He that refifis^ rejifis the Ordinance of 
Cod I Andfubmityourfelves to every human Cenfiitution for the Lord^s fikej &c. 

Bat yet the(e SK:r]|)diresdo 'nbt tell m ho^Var treonoft obey aid be Subjeft, nor dQ 
they neceflarily imply that the!^ cah ne¥er%e any €afes wherein we may not obey and 
notbcjubjed, bntrefijJi becaufc there are other Places in Scripture9:Wbere/>therDu-: 
ties aft required in Term as large and general as tbtlej nay inoniverfal TenrlS) which 
yet tmUt admit of Excei^ions. 

Sottcof the molt ZMious Conteddert for the abfblite Power of tkt Prince^ aikl iincon* 
ditional SabmifEon of the Sobjed, found themlelves very much upon the t^ifth Com- 
mandment, Honeiur Thy Father and Atothe¥^ Which they expound as comprehending Poli- 
tical as well as natural Parents, and I do not gain-fay it : But then pray, my Lords, let 
us fee in what Terms the Doty of Childreii to their natirat Parents is required in Scrip- 
ture : Children^ feys the Apoftle, eheyyour Urentt in sll Ihingi ;^ TbJ« Eitpreffion is furely 
univerfal enough ; and from hence accordio^ to fome Mens Reafoning, it muft follow, 
if Cbldren mu(t obey their, Parents in all Tbingt, then they may reljft in nooc.>; 

But wiD any Body fay, that hotwithftanding the 'Univerlality of this Precept, there 
may not be fome Exceptions and Limitations underftood, both as to thtaaivezndifajfive 
Part of the Gb^'Ws Obedience? As to tht jillive^ no one wjU deny, but the Command 
jnuft be reftrain'd to Licita & Honefia •, they are not to obey in all Things abfolutely, 
but in all Things that are lawful and Honeft* 

And as to the Paffive Part of the Child's Obedience, the Submiffion or Vfon-refiftance 
nquir'd* permit me to put a Cafe. Supppfe a Parent in a Phrenzy^ in a fit of Drunksnnefs 




bis Father) 

his Father's Life, defend his own ? May he not put by the Pafs, grapple with his Father, 
and diliirm him if he can ? My Lords, fdrcly be may ; That prime Law of Nature, of 
Self^PrefirvMion^ will jufiifif him in it : And then why may not the fame Law of Self-Pre^ 
firmion iuftify the Political Child, the Body of the People, in defending their political 
Life, !•#• their Co;f/itiiri<w,againlt plain and avowM Attempts of the political Parent 
' utterly to dcftroy it? And h is upon this Point only that I flrill ftatc the Qpeftion. 
. 1 4q allow, that in all Covemmenes wh^tfotYCr there is an abfolute Power lodg'd fome« 
wbef«* With us, as I humbly conceive, that Power is lodg'd in the Legillature ; for 
which I teive the Authority of a great Politician and Statefman, Sir Thewas Smithy who 
was Sforetsry of State to two Princes, K. Edw* 6. and Q. Elh.. who in his Book, De Re^ 
pmblUaJngU a Book feen and allowM as is faid in the Title Page, in that Chaper where he 
treats of our Parliaments and .the Authority thereof, lays down this Aflertion, ^ The 
^^ moft high and abfolnte Power of the Realm of England confifieth in the Pariiament *, and gi-^ 
ving parttcular Inftances of that Power, among othen mentions this, ^^ That the Parlia* 
^ mn^sgives Forms of Snccejfion to the drown* 

\ The Executive Power with us islodgd with the Prince > and I do readily allow that 
the Prince fo vefted with the Executive Power, and all others lawfully commilQon'd by 
lusit aftiiffi according to their CommiOion, and within thofe Laws, with the Execufloa 
whereof he and they arc refbedively truftcd, are irrefiftible : ThePerfon of the Prince 
is always inviolable : No perlonal Faults in him 5 no Injuries to particular Perfons, where 
they can have no Redrefs by LaW, as in feveral Cafes they may have j no ceneral Male^ 
Mminkra$iony whereby the Publitfk may be greatly hurt, jcan )uftify any forcible Refift- 
attcepf hisSiJyV^^ , nor any thing lefs than a-total Subverfion of the Conftitution. 

Bu(if in a legal Monarchy, where luchLaws have been enadkd by common confent of 
Prince and People, as are to be.the Meafures of his Government as well as of their Obedi- 
ence, that limit his Power as well asfecure their Rights and Properties, the Prince Ihalf 
change this Formed (Fot/mmfurintoanabibluteT^fr^irm', fetafide thofe Laws^ andfetupf 
an jMierary IViU in the room of them % When the Cafe is plain, and when all Apffication^ 
and Attemfts of other Rinds prove unfuccefsful ^ If then the Nobles and Commons join toge« 
ther ki Defence of their Anciom Qm/Hhinonj Government and Laws^ I cannot call them Re- 
bels^ Allow me, my Lords,^ to lay before you a few Things in maintainance of what I 
have advanced. And, 

I. I would humbly tiShe IbmeFa^;, which I allow do not direSly prove what I have 
laid to be true, but they do prove it to have, been the Opinion of our Princes, Parlia- 
ments, Clergy and People in the Reigns c^ thole three ^reat Princes, Q. Elixjthetb^ K.James 
9nd K* Charles L I mean the Affiftrntces which thofe Prmces g^ve to the Subjects of other 
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Countries that wcrfe refitting their relpfeftite Princes; and to enable them to dofo, they 
had Subfuiies given them in ParU$nhent and Qnrooctttim -— , and there were Prayers com* - 
pos'd and ufed for the SticCifs 6f their Arms. 

Surely, my Lords^ ifthofePnWw^ ip^liumenrsy CUrgy ^dPetfle had been of Opinion, 
that the Refifianee of Subjeds againft their Prmces, was in no Cafe lawful, but always 
damnable RtbeHm^ they would «ver hj aiding and affifting fuch ifrfc// haveintolved 
themfelves in the Guilt, and ex j)byd themlelvcs to the dangerous Ctonfequences of fuch a 
•Sin. I mention not the particular Stories, becaufe they arc better knpv^n to your Lord- 
Ihips than to me, and becaiift I dotibt not bii|: in tbe Courfe of this Debate, fome Lard 
or Qther will give a larger Acconftt of thein j but I cannot forbear obfferving one thing re- 
lating to that Afliftailce, which th^t pious Prince, arid now glorious Saint in Heaven^ 
K. aarlts I, gave ti> the Rochelltrs^ who were furely the SuBjefts of the King ofFranc9* 
lie ordcr'd a fajt by pY&clamationy and appointed a Form of Prayn to be drawn up Ibr the 
imploring of God's Bkffing. It is highly probable that Biihop Laud had the grdat Hand 
in compofing thofe Prayers, he being then Bp. of London^ and in great Favour, and the 
Arch-biihop of Canttrbury^ Abbot^ at that time in Dilgrace. But whoever composed them 
1 beg leave to read part of one of the CoUtHs in that Office., ** O Lord God ofHofis th^ 
"^^givefi yiRory in tht Dny of Battle y and, Deliverance in the time of Trouble^ We be fetch rtiee f 
^ fi^^^pf^^ f^ Hands ^ mi encourage the Hearts of thy Servants infighting thy Battles and ie- 
^ fending thy Altars that are among us^ and in aH the reformed Churches. It feeriis the re- 
foifmed Churches were thought to have God's Altars among them then, however they 
jhaye been vilify*d fince. But that Which I would obferve from, this PaflTagc is this. 
That neither that excellent King who commanded thofe Prayers to be compof^, nor the 
biihops who composM them, nor the Clergy and People who us'd and joinM in them 
could in fo Iblemn a manner have recommended thofe Forces to the Divine Protedioa 
and Favour, and as Inch as were fighting God^s Battles^ if they had thought they were 
jGghting againftOod in his Vice-gerent^ and as defending Wi ^/f^/ if thfey believed thet 
were refilling his Ordinance* 

2. 1 could produce feveral Authorities in lupport of what I have laid dowp, Iwit I ftall 
mention but one; It is in a book written profeffcdlydn this Subjcd, and thePilTage I 
Ihall quote comes home in Point to the Matter in Hand i the pook was written in Q. -£/«- 
tJibetV^ Timei every one that is acquainted with theHiftory of Her Reign knows What 
Attempts were made by the Fofe and his Party agairiil her Government and Li^^ by Ex-^ 
communicating, depofing her, abfolving her Subjeds from their ABegianctihj mifing 
Tumults ^ndln/iaremonsj by Dagger^ Peyfen and whatnot : And 'ti$ certain, tttat the? 
were tbelfe wicked Pra Aices of the Pofe and his Followers, and the Dodrhies by which * 
they jnftifyM them, that the Ompilers of the HomUies which were then made, and other 
Authors yhit then wrote abdtjt the Pmer of the Prince and the Duty of tht Subjed, had 
principally in their View: The Book I mean, is intituled, The true Difference between 
Chfiftian SuhjetHon and tJnehrifiian Rebellion. It is written by way of Dialogue between 
aChriftian, whom the Author OiHtTheo^lm^ and » Jefuit whom he aU$ Pbilander. t 
beg leave to read a Quotation out of it. Theofhilm the Chriftian fays, / bufie net myfelf 
in other Mens Commonwealths as you (the Jefuits) dp^ neither wiH Irafhly pronounce at that rr- 
jffl/Sf, td bit Rebels: Cafes mOjfaB out even in Cbrijiidn Kingdoms^ where tbePeofle mayelead 
neif Right againfl their Prince^ and not be charged with Rebellion. Philander the Jefoit asks^' 
as when fir Bxamjie f Theophilas the Chril!ian replies thus* If a Prmce Jhouldge about f 
fubjtEl his Kingdom to a foreign Realm^ efr chafige the Perm of the Commonwealth fiem Impery 
to Tyranny^ or negle^the Laws efiMifi^d by cottsmon eenfem of Prince and People^ to exeeut* 
kis own Pleafure\ in the ft and other CaftSy which might be named^ if the Nobles and Cetftmens 
fain together to defend their ancient and accujiem^d Ltbett^y Regiment and Laws^ they th^ not 
weS be attoitnttd Rebels. This BtoOk is fald, in the Title Page, to have been pctufcd and 
allowed by publick Authority i was written by a great Man, Dr. Silfenthca Warden of 
Wincbejhr College ; printed at Oxford by the Univerfity Printer and dedicated to Q, i/i- 
t^etby and the Author was afterwards oitde Bp. of Wintheftir. I could otkt many 
other Authorities not from felfe Sons or perfidious Frelates of the Church, not frodi 
Men of f aliens and Antimonarchical Vtiiidjits in relation to thd itate^ but venerable 
Names, Ornaments td the Ages they lir'din, and foch as wfflbc rejBentbred with Honour 
In ftcceeding ones: But I am fuperfeded in producing, ahd your Lordlhips titrable far-^ 
ed in hearing moie partfcular (^wtations to this l?urpofc, by what is yieWed by a Re^ 
verend Ditine of gteat Parts and Leafniog, far enough from the Snfpidoa of Uini 
prejudiced againft the Rights of Princes, ar partial to thofe of the People, I meaa 
the Reverend Dean of Carlijk^ who in a Latin Difcourfe preachM and pHmed in this 
Town ppon the Duty ofSubmiffm^ ftating fome Cafes of extreme :b}ece(Iity, and puftint 
the Qpeftion, Whether it may not be lawful for jthe People in fuch Cafes to refijt f aa- 
fwers rtri boni & graves^ &t. ** That good andjudlciods Men, Men that have tikea 
r great and ufefiil Pains in defending the Rights of Priaccs, and rcpielE^ poptiitt 
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^\ LiccBfe^ have contended that itisJLawfal: He adds indeed, '* whether they have 
** done Right or Wrong, let othef s judge, and does not give bis owo Opinion, But 
fince he has granted, that fuch Men as he. has defcribed. Men of Probity and Judg- 
menti Malous Aflertors of the Rights of Princes, and Repreflbrs of popular Liceafe, 
have contended that in Cafes of extreme Neceltity it is lawful for the People to de- 
fend themfelves ; I may comfort my felf, if I err in my Opinion, that 1 err in good 
Company, but I humbly conceive I dp not err, and that, 

3- For this plain Reafon, That if it be utterly unlawful to Refift in any Cafe whatfo* 
evcri even that of a total Subverfion of the Conftitution and Laws i thea there is no di- 
ftinaibn of Governments, of Ablblute, I mean, and Limited i or if there be a diftio- 
dion, it is a nominal one without any real difference ; for what difference is there be- 
tween a Prince 5 gbverninR Arbitrarily without Law, and governing Arbitrarily agaipft 
Law ? Betwixt having xio Laws at all, and having precarious Laws that depend intirely 
. on the Will of the Prince, whether he will obferve one of them or fubvert them all, 
and if he does, the People cannot help themfelves ? i 

But, my Lords, I hope and believe that there is a real diftinfltion of Goverbments; 
and that the Subjeds of all Governments are not in the fame wretched Condition that 
.thofe of France and Turkey are ir^, I hope we have not boafl:ed falfly or vainly of our 
own Form of Government, that we are blefs'd with a.ConftitutiOn more happy thaa 
any other Nation inthe V(7orId enjoys^ that allo.w^ and fecures as great, and. ( I had al- 
mofl:faid) God-like Powers and Prerogatives to thd Crown as any wHe and good Prince 
can defire, a Power of doing every thing that is Good and nothing that is HI, and at 
the fame time fecures mofl: valuaUe Rights and Privileges to the People. 

Wh^t wife or good Prince would not rather chufe to reign over free Subjeds, than 
tyrannize over Slaves? To receive a willing cheerful Obedience proceeding from the 
Principles of Gratitude, Love, and Intereft as well as of Duty, rather than a forced one, 
owing meerly to a Principle of Fear, the Principle from Whenfcc the WiVi^z worfliip the 
Evil Spirits? • , . , 

My Lords, fuch a Frame of Government your Lordfliips have recelv'd from your An- 
celtors •, and I hope and truft, that in grateful Refpeft to their Memory, and in ten- 
der Regard to your Pofterity, C * fay nothing of our felves^ my Lords 5 for as for u» 
who have the Happinefs to live. under the Government of the belt of Princes that 
ever Heaven blefs'd a Nation with *, for us, I fay, were our Governfaient as Arbitrary 
as any in the EaSt^ yet I fliould think our Rights, Liberties, and Properties, and what- 
ever is mbffi dear and valuable to us, as iafe as if they depended intirely upon Her Ma- 
jefty's. gracious Will,* as they are. now they are fecured to us by our Laws, orftronger. 
Fences, if they could be made] but J fpeak in regard to thofe that are to come after 
us i and I do hope and troft, that as your Lordlhips have received fuch an ineftima- 
bleTreafure' from your Predeceflors,' you will tranfmit inviolable to your Pofterity. 

My Lords, I fear I tire you, but 1 muft beg your Patience a little longer, while l 
cxprefs 'my Surprize and WondeV that the Doftrine of Tajfive Obedience and Non-Rep- 
fiance\ in the unlimited Extent in which fbme explain it, is fo diligently inculcated, and 
fo zealoufly prefs'd at this time. 

Tagive Obediencey I own, when truly ftated, is a truly Chriftian Duty, a perpetual Du:*' 
ty as to the Obligation, but occafional as to the Pradice of it. Now Preachers do not 
^fually, .negleding the preffing of other Duties of more conftant Pradlice, lay out thcit 
Time and.Labour in filling both Pages of their Difcourfes with earneft Aflertions and vio- 
lent Exhortations to the Praftice of an occafional Duty, unlefs they have fome near 
Profpeft of an occaCon iFor the Exercife of it. And yet, my Lords, has this one Duty 
been, of late, more frequently and earneftly aflerted and urged both from Pulpit and 
Prefs, than all the 9ther Duties of Chriftianity : And what occafion for this does any 
one pretejyi to have in view ? • , 

Can thjere be a Wretch fo abandoned, fo loft, to all Senfe of Gratitude and every 
thing^thfit is gbod^'as to be capable of admitting a Thought, that our gracious Queea 
h^s dp^e, is doing, or intending to do any thing, that may give her Subjefts occafion 
for the Prafldce of this Duty ? Has flie not ever fince her happy Acceffioa to the 
Throng Poftpon?^> lacrificed her own Repofe and Eafe to the Quiet and Happinefe 
of herSuD)eas? Has (he not clearly Ihown that She has nothing fo much at Heart, as 
the Good and Prosperity of her People, the true Inter^ fud Honour of her Kingdom 
which flie fias carried hiahcr than any of ner Royaf PredecciTon eyerdid before her? 
Has flie iK>t approved Her lelf a true Parent of her political Children, by exercifmg 
as prudent a Gate of, and exprefling on all Occafions as tender an Indulgence to 
them^ ai^ny natural Parents', ?vcr did towards theirs? 

*" If;thenr there ^e,nb Occafion from the Condud of our Prince, is there any Reafoa 
^oni the Behaviour of Her Pcbjjle that may juffifie this extraordinary andotherwifc 
MJt^aJ^nable Zesd loir 'this' Dodnne? Do they (excepting fuch as the Zealots for this 
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DodridP^ liave cxcijEcd to diftarb Ji^r peaceful Reign at home^ by rebellious and dan- 
g(5fppS:TH)Pults aad Infurredions,) ,fliew any Uneafinefs under Her Ma jelly's Govern: 
«ei|f^:9F Iflbcliriadops to throw it .iofF? Do they not blefs their glorious Queen and God 
fwr heie?(P^ tbcy, notion all Occafibns exprcfs theif grateful Senfe of the many ine- 
(fcim#blf'^eflings,,theY enjoy through her Adminiftration ?" Do oot they conftantljr 
ofler up-tbeir (ievout Prayers to God for her long Life add happy Reign ? Do they not 
williflgljr^pay their Taxes for the Support of her Government, cheerfully eipend the'r 
Trtafwifciwd Blood too in Defence of it ? \ 

Wb#tf then cad be faid for fuch a Conduft which can have no other natural Ten- 
dency tibw to create unreafonable Jealoufies of her Peoplfe in the j&e^d of bur Queen^ 
and gfopjadlefs Fears of their Queen in the Hearts of her "Peoplfe. Jealoufies in the 
.Qtieen^ |hat her Subjcds are inclinable to rebel againft her, when 'the Clergy think it 
BCcdTary thus to prefs thefe Reftralnts upon them j .and JPears ia the People, when their 
Paftors ar^ fo induilrioufly preparing them for Sufferings ? 

- My JUorfs, I would not be thought to charge upon, all; that hold and aflcrt this Do- 
drine, th^ Con/equences which I may with tog much Reifon charge upon fome of them i 
I meaa .ftch as do not allow Her Majefty's Title to the Crown, but tefule to take the 
Oaths to Her, or join in Prayer for Her, and have upori that accoiinit form'd one of the 
jnoft tui%«punublc Schifins that ever was made, in the qhurgh :. Some 6f thefe havfe 
angagfti :^^aloufly iaaflerting this Dodriqe j and pile of them in a Papef written in 
Vindication of it, has not been afraid to irifiniiate ^ Parallel between the Cafe of Her 




me^tf r Any 
_ ,. ^ ,._-, ^ . . ft - to Refift up- 

on aay O^cgfion whatever, be dpUwfuI, bejR^beU!ori,'<Jaijiriable Rebellion V-theft the Re- 
trolatiw was RcbclHp^„ and all./that were coacera'd in if are involved lo that Guilt )th(ix 
wt hatr^'oontinucd in a Rebelfioa ever fince , ihca if we wou'd avoid Datnnirion, we 
xnuft repent of that Sin j but there is no true Repentance Withouii Reftituti(i/n, and if 
there muft be Reftitpwn^ they will tell you what that is. *. ^ / ^ 

I wpidd ipbaritably: hopp^ that the unfortunsite Perfpp now in Judgment bcfote your 
LordflMptydid iK>t iotcnd to arry Matters fo far : Bui 1 mufi^ lay^liis DoSHnfe as hfe 
M il»M4 •fuad mMaj|^e44t| u^dtr W^ Head of iv»//^ Brotherhood^ mthreiatiorf to tht 
State, does giva tpa gr»t a Kindle for thQfe'that have fuch Views, to improve iVhat 
k« hastailtp thflW'Pwrpofcs^ \ ..-*..' oj fioi^-.; - , -'/ /. • 
^ ^ Tbti fiowcll for J[9m, haw^liboiir^d: kQ i«5ffW.^^^ th^. Charge in'this'Af- 

ticle^by producing a great many Qpotatwns jij^ brm«^ Siat^tes^ ivtd Wi^i tings 

of Divines dead and living, wherein this DoarinebaslBeeii laM dWn gtftierally; They afl 
allowed that* Cafes of extrcamNcceffity were always excepted out of this general Do- 
drinci and thattho' the Exception was not cxprefs'd, yet it was always imply'd •, and 
they allow'd farther, that the Cafe of the Revolution was a Cafe of fuch Neccffity; 
But how did they apply this to the Cafe of their Client? Thus: They faid, that thofc 
Divines whom they had quoted^ wesc never found fault with for aflerting the Doftrine 
in general Terms, not exprcffingbut tacitly implying the Exception ; Then they ask'd 
why Ihould the Doftor be charged for aflirting the Doarinc in general Terms as others 
had done, not exprefling the Exception which they had not cxprefs'd ? Why Ihould 
not he be intitled to the favourable Conllruaion of tacitly implying the Exception of 
Cafes of Neceffity, fuch a Neceflity as they allowM juftify'd the Revolutign? 

IndefeTTTHrouid- icadily ha r e admiet f t ih > Mm , i t tb^ Do a » r had 4aM- m moK 
than barely aflert the Dodrine in general Terms, and his only Fault had been that be 
had not exprefs'd the Exception which he tacitly imply'd : But has he done no more 
than this? Has he not mentioned the Cafe of the Revolution, with no othet View, as 
I can fee, than to expofe it, not as an Exception out of his general Pofition, but aa 
Objeftion againit it ? Our Adverfiiries, fays he, that is, thofc that oppofc his general 
Doftrine, think they have us fure, /. #. effedually confute that Dodrine, by objeSing 
the Revolution. This Objcdion muft fuppofe that there was Refinance at the Revo* 
lotion i for to fay that the general PoQri^ tHat it is not lawful in any Cafe to refilt,- 
is not true, becaqfe the Revolution ^as Iawfbl;"in which there was no Refiftance, 
would be a wonderfol Objedion indeed : I lay, ReGftance muft be foppos'd in the Ob* 
jedioo, to make Senfe of it. How then does he ibl?e this Objeftion ? Does he fay 
the general DoArine always implies an Exception of Cafes of Keccflity? That the Re- 
volution was a Cafe of fuch Neceflity, and therefore that Keccflity joftify'd the Refi- 
ftance at the Revolutioa ? No, but by adraoctiig a ibrauge FofitioQ (which he proves 
by as ftrange a Medium) viz.. Th^ th$r$ Wmm m R^fifi^m^^ i» th§ Revpluti^n : plainly im* 
plytBg) that if there was Refiftaace at the Rercdmioat whidi erery Body kaows there 
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was^ the Kevolution ftands condemn'd by his general Do&rine. So that I cannot iee 
. that his learned Council, who wanted neither Al^ilities nor loclinations to ienre him^ 
\haveat all defended himagainfl: the Charge in this Article. But this they baTCcftdn- 
aJly done, they have given up his general Doctrine, if it admits of no Exceptions; and 
tv^eby clear'd the Revolution and the neceflfary means whereby it was bronght aboot^ 
from thofe blacic and odious Colours which he endeavoured to cafl: upon them* 

After an, I can truly appeal to my own Heart, and a greater than it, the Searcber 
of it, that I am not any. ways prejudiced againft the Perlbn of the unhappy Prilbner, bat 
rither in favour of him>9s lam of all Men in his fuffering Circumftances, by a natural 
Tendernefs (it may be a Weaknefs, but fuch a 6ne as 1 cadnot help) which never 
fuStrs me, however oblidg'd in Juftice to it, to do a hard thing to any one however 
deferving it, without doin^at the fame time a hard thing to my felf: And if your 
Lordfliips Oiould be of Opinion in the Conclulion of this Trial,. That the Commons 
have made good their Charge againft him, I am fure I couM comeinto aseafyaSen^ 
tence upon him as may be confiftent with the Honour and Juftice of your noceed* 
ings^ and with that which I take to be the chief End in all Paniihmenis, not ib much 
the hurting the Offender, as the preventing the like Offences, and bindring others from 
committing them for the future. 

But ftill, my Lords, there is furely a Tenderfiefs and Compaffion due to oor Queen^ 
our Country, and our Pofterityi all which I humbly apprehend ar^ highly cobcern'd in 
the Iflue of this Afiair. ' 

If Clergy-men may with Impunity publickly in their Sermons arraign and condemn 
the Revolution : befides the Refledions they caft upon all the worthy Patriots that 
were concern'd in that great Work, the Coipmonalty, Gentry, and Kobility) Lords 
upon every Bench in this Hpufe ; befides this, it muft fhakc, it malt Tap the Tery.Fonn* 
dation of our prefent Eftablifliment as it Hands upon the Foot of the Revolution, and 
utterly deltroy our fiituie h6pes in the Proteftant Succoffion whieb is founded upon 
that bottom only. s' ■ a\^' ■ ' ^ 

My Lords, I muft hnmbly ask Pardon tor having ti^eqpafs'd fb long upon your Fati'^ 
ence, and will condnde with this one Word, That in my Opinion, iheje fraEhftigs #/ 
CUm-mtn (to ofe the Expreflion of a 'great and eminent Prelate) in S^MeMimnsj m§ 
of that dingeraus Tendmcjf and ConfeqMnce^ that ifth&e h notfatnt tfeihal Suff^f tlnji 
TraQifirifs^ theft PraBi^^ wiB^ intime^ put an tgiQual End to, owr ^oi^itntion. 

The Commons had therefore Reafon to bring this .Matter in Judgment tefere yoor 
Lprdflups, and I think they ha«e fbOy made good their Charge in the firft Article of 
tneir Impeachment againft Or* SafbnfireU. 



k\( 



FINIS: 
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